2005 catch returns
Firstly a big thank you to all who bothered to send in returns.  Can we have a better response next year please!  To avoid embarrassment, the results are anonymised.

With the new season coming soon, I have undertaken some analysis.  The results may come as something of a surprise.

I have omitted returns other than fly caught fish.  We had so few returns from those who trotted maggots and worms that I felt it was correct to exclude them.  If there are enough returns from those who float fish we might learn the spread and density of our coarse fish.  

I know that the water was much more heavily fished than the returns suggest so give the analysis by percentage as opposed to actual data.
So when are we fishing?  Well most of our visits are in the spring – it must be the new season followed by late evenings and stupid fish falling to mayfly that attracts us.
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So where do we fish?  Well it’s clear where is popular; it must be the ease of parking, or the ease of fishing.
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But where are the fish being caught?  Is it that beat 2 is just easy parking or is it really the best fishing? 
[image: image3.emf]Catch rate by species by beat
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Well it looks as if beats 5 and 6 are underfished and have the best opportunity for brownies (there are no grayling above the flight pond).  Of course it may have been the stocking that swayed the figures – but why are we not fishing the upper reaches more?  And beat 2…well that seems overfished from the figures and is certainly the place where you are most likely to bump into another member.
The other notable thing is the presence of rainbows – further down the river.  But it may be that they are still in the upper reaches, just not caught as we are not fishing that section heavily.

So, now you have it.  I expect to see a queue of cars at the wooden bridge come opening day.  I myself couldn’t get to the river at all after June (for various reasons).  This year I intend to – and you will find me at the top end of the river, if the crowds allow.
Simon Cubbage

January 2006
